
C
ommunity leaders, University 
supporters and distinguished guests 
gathered at Morton’s The Steakhouse 
for an exclusive VIP Cocktail Reception 
held in advance of Palm Beach Atlantic 

University’s (PBA) LeMieux Center for Public Policy 
Speaker Series.

The private reception provided invited guests the 
opportunity to connect with former U.S. Secretaries 
of State Mike Pompeo and John Kerry, who greeted 
attendees ahead of the evening’s program at the 
DeSantis Family Chapel. The gathering also included 
University trustees, elected officials, business leaders, 
ambassadors, and key supporters of PBA.

Former U.S. Sen. George LeMieux, moderator of 
the Speaker Series, welcomed guests alongside PBA 
President Dr. Debra A. Schwinn.

“We are grateful to bring together voices from 
across the political spectrum in a spirit of civil 
discourse and engagement,” said Schwinn. “Moments 
like these reflect PBA’s commitment to meaningful 
conversation and leadership.”

Following the reception, a standing-room-only 
crowd of students, government officials, University 
leaders, and members of the public attended the 
evening program, which was open to the community.

The LeMieux Speaker Series continues to serve as 
a forum for thoughtful discussion, bringing nationally 
recognized leaders to engage with the Palm Beach 
community.

For more information visit pba.edu.
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FIRST ROW: Former U.S. Secretary John Kerry,               
Dr. Debra Schwinn, Former U.S. Secretary Mike 
Pompeo and Sen. George LeMieux; Michael 
Cardone, Jr. and Jacquie Cardone; SECOND 
ROW: Ben Macfarland, Bonnie McElveen-
Hunter and Will Matthews; Frances Fisher and 
Mami Kisner; THIRD ROW: Sandy and Laing 
Rogers; Margie Helmholdt and Marti LaTour; 
FOURTH ROW: Robert and Anne Stolz; Tom 
McCaffrey and Commissioner Maria Marino.                        
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